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INVENTOR; Lawrence Wieringa 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

20 1. Field of the Invention 

The invention generally relates to a portable toilet 
advertisement display system, and in particular it relates to 
a portable toilet advertisement display system for use in 
25 conjunction with a plurality of existing portable toilets 

arranged in a side-to-side array, for allowing the toilets to 
be used to provide a substantially continuous advertising 
presentation. 

30 2. Description of the Related Art 
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Portable toilets are frequently used during outdoor 
events, particularly ones which draw sizable numbers of 
people, such as concerts, plays, and sporting events. While 
portable toilets- provide transitory restroom facilities to 
5 large numbers of people without the expense and commitment 
required to install water pipes and drainage pipes required 
for "fixed toilets", they have a number of disadvantages. In 
particular, portable toilets are generally visually 
unattractive, and detract from the aesthetic appeal of the 

10 environment in which they are situated. A variety of 

portable toilet advertisement display systems, comprising 
bracket assemblies and advertising panel assemblies for 
insertion between the brackets, have been devised for masking 
the walls of an existing portable toilet with advertising 

15 panel assemblies having printed sheets bearing an advertising 
message. These systems have the additional advantage of 
generating revenue from the advertisements for the owner of 
the portable toilets. However, these systems are limited in 
their ability to enhance the aesthetic appeal of a plurality 

20 of portable toilets arranged in a side-to-side array, having 
a gap between the individual toilets, and are useless for 
obscuring the gap between the toilets. Accordingly, there is 
a need for a portable toilet advertisement display system 
having a plurality of different bracket assemblies which are 

25 mountable onto corners of each of the toilets in the series, 
wherein the bracket attached to an intermediary toilet in the 
series has a projecting portion extending laterally beyond 
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the side wall of the toilet and into the gap between the 
toilets. An advertising panel assembly fits within a 
vertical channel within the projecting portion, thereby 
allowing the advertising panel assembly to project into the 
5 gap, thereby providing a system which furnishes a 

substantially continuous advertisement , which is visually 
attractive as well as effective in conveying its particular 
advertising message. 

A variety of portable toilet advertisement display 

10 systems have been devised. My prior United States Patent No. 
6 , 349 ,426 describes a portable toilet advertisement system 
which employs a cylindrical portable toilet housing which 
creates an effective advertising display upon what is 
otherwise "wasted space". Additionally, my prior United 

15 States Patent No. D452,901 illustrates a portable toilet 
which is cylindrical in shape, and which can easily 
accommodate an advertisement on a much more pleasing shape 
than the conventional rectangular portable toilet. 

While these systems may be suitable for the particular 

20 purpose employed, or for general use, they would not be as 
suitable for the purposes of the present invention as 
disclosed hereafter. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



It is an object of the invention to provide a portable 
toilet advertisement display system which enhances the 
5 appearance of a portable toilet housing. Accordingly, the 
present invention allows one or more panel assemblies to be 
attached to a portable toilet housing. The panels can bear 
an advertising message or simply a decorative image, and 
thereby enhances the appearance of the portable toilet 

10 housing. 

It is another object of the invention to allow 
advertisement display on an existing, substantially 
rectangular, portable toilet housing. Accordingly, the 
present invention employs brackets which attach onto the 

15 existing portable toilet housing to allow the advertisement 
panel assemblies to be inserted therebetween. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide an 
effective advertisement display which may also be used in 
conjunction with a row of portable toilet housings, arranged 

20 in a side-to-side fashion, having a gap between the adjacent 
sides of the toilets. Accordingly, the system comprises a 
plurality of intermediary brackets having vertical channels 
which extend substantially into the gap, so that an 
advertising panel assembly selectively inserted therein will 

25 also extend substantially into the gap, thereby providing an 
advertising display system which, although comprised of a 
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plurality of discrete advertising panels, appears to be a 
single, continuous advertising panel. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an 
advertisement display system that is attractive and highly 
5 visible. Accordingly, the brackets are preferably made of 
clear acrylic so as to minimize obscuring the edges of each 
advertising panel so that they together provide a continuous 
appearance . 

The invention is an advertisement display system, for 

10 use in conjunction with a plurality of existing portable 

toilets arranged in a side-to-side array with a gap between 
the toilets, for allowing the toilets to be used to provide a 
substantially continuous advertising presentation. The 
system comprises a plurality of bracket assemblies each of 

15 which are selectively vertically attached along a corner of 
the toilet, and a plurality of substantially rectangular 
advertising panel assemblies which are selectively inserted 
between adjacent pairs of the bracket assemblies. The 
bracket assemblies include a plurality of intermediary 

20 bracket assemblies which are selectively mounted to the 
corners of the intermediary toilets in the series. A 
projecting portion of the intermediary bracket assembly 
extends beyond the side of the toilet to which it is 
attached. Accordingly, the advertising panel inserted into a 

25 vertical channel within the projecting portion also extends 

into the gap, thereby allowing the advertising display system 
to appear to be a single, continuous advertising panel. 
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To the accomplishment of the above and related objects 
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, 
however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations 
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only 
by the scope of the claims. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



In the drawings, like elements are depicted by like 
reference numerals. The drawings are briefly described as 
5 follows. 

FIG 1 is a perspective view of a terminal bracket. 



FIG 2 is a perspective view of an intermediary bracket. 

10 

FIG 3 is a perspective view of the terminal bracket 
being selectively mounted onto a corner of a portable toilet 
housing. 



15 FIG 4 is a perspective view of the intermediary bracket 

being selectively mounted onto a corner of the portable 
toilet housing. 

FIG 5 is a top elevational view of the terminal bracket 
20 after selective attachment to a corner of the portable toilet 
housing. 

FIG 6 is a top elevational view wherein four modified 
terminal brackets have been selective attached to the four 
25 corners of a solitary toilet housing, in order to cover more 
than one wall of the housing with an advertisement. 
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FIG 7 is a perspective view of the system being used in 
conjunction with a row of toilet housings arranged in a side- 
to-side array and having a gap therebetween, wherein the gap 
is substantially bridged by the intermediary brackets. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



FIG 7 illustrates an advertisement display system 10 
being used in conjunction with a plurality of existing 
5 portable toilets 11 having housings 12 arranged in a side-to- 
side array. The advertisement display system 10 comprises a 
plurality of different types of bracket assemblies 25, and a 
plurality of substantially rectangular advertising panel 
assemblies 80. The substantially rectangular toilet housings 

10 12 each have an arcuate roof 13, a base 14, and four 

vertically extending walls 16, extending substantially 
between the base 14 and roof 13. The walls 16 include two 
side walls 16S, a rear wall 16R, and a front wall 16F. The 
front wall 16F has a door which selectively opens in order to 

15 allow a user to enter the toilet 11. The housings 12 each 
have four curved corners 15, each positioned between two 
adjacent walls 16, each corner 15 extending substantially 
from the base 14 to the roof 13. The corners 15 include a 
left rear corner 15L and a right rear corner 15R, when viewed 

20 from the rear of the housings 12. The housings 12 are 

separated from one another by a gap 17 of approximately four 
to six inches. The advertising panel assemblies 80 cover the 
rear walls 16R of the plurality of toilet housings 12, and 
additionally substantially extend into the gap 17 between the 

25 toilet housings 12, thereby providing a substantially 
continuous advertisement, as will be described. 
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The toilet housings 12 include a first toilet housing 
12F, a last toilet housing 12L, and an intermediary toilet 
housing 121. All of the side walls 16S of the housings 12 
face onto an adjacent side wall 16S of an adjacent housing 
5 12, with the exception of the first side wall 16A of the 
first housing 12F, and the last side wall 16Z of the last 
housing 12L. The bracket assemblies 25 include two types of 
bracket assemblies 25, namely, a terminal bracket assembly 30 
and an intermediary bracket assembly 50. The terminal 

10 bracket assemblies 30 are selectively mounted to the corner 
15 between the first side 16A and its rear wall 16R, and to 
the corner 15 between the last side 16Z and its rear wall 
16R. The intermediary bracket assemblies 50 are selectively 
mounted to the corners 15 between all of the other sides 16S 

15 of the plurality of toilet housings 12 and their respective 
rear walls 16R. A plurality of each type of the bracket 
assemblies 2 5 is provided with the advertisement display 
system 10. Moreover, the terminal bracket assemblies 30 are 
provided as two mirror image bracket assemblies - a left 

20 terminal bracket assembly 30L which is selectively mounted 
onto the left rear corner 15L of the first toilet housing 
12F, and a right terminal bracket assembly 30R which is 
selectively mounted onto the right rear corner 15R of the 
last toilet housing 12L. Analogously, the intermediate 

25 bracket assemblies 50 are provided as two mirror image 

bracket assemblies - a left intermediary bracket assembly 50L 
which is selectively mounted onto all the remaining left rear 



corners 15L of the toilet housings 12, and a right 
intermediary bracket assembly 50R which is selectively 
mounted onto all the remaining right rear corners 15R of the 
toilet housings 12. 
5 Referring to FIG 7 , each advertising panel assembly 80 

is substantially rectangular, and has two vertical edges 80E. 
Referring to FIG 3 and 4, each advertising panel assembly 80 
comprises two substantially transparent, flexible outer 
panels 82, and a substantially rectangular printed sheet 84 

10 extending therebetween. Generally, the printed sheet 84 is 
interchanged as desired, and the outer panels 82 provide 
support and protection for the printed sheet 84. The printed 
sheet 84 is generally thin, and can be double-sided, with 
different advertisements on each side, in order that the 

15 advertising panel assembly 80 can be selectively "turned 
around", in order to display one or the other side of the 
printed sheet 84. The printed sheet 84 can bear an 
advertisement, or can be printed with a purely decorative 
image, so as to enhance the appearance of the portable toilet 

20 housing 12. The printed sheets 84 are designed and printed 
using conventional graphics techniques. 

An advertising panel assembly 80 extends between the 
left terminal bracket assembly 30L mounted onto the left rear 
corner 15L, and the right intermediary bracket assembly 50R 

25 mounted onto the right rear corner 15R of the first toilet 
housing 12F. An advertising panel assembly 80 extends 
between the left intermediary bracket assembly 50L mounted 



onto the left rear corner 15L, and the right intermediary 
bracket assembly 50R mounted onto the right rear corner 15R 
of all the intermediary toilet housings 121. Finally, an 
advertising panel assembly 80 extends between the left 
5 intermediate bracket assembly SOL mounted onto the left rear 
corner 15L, and the right terminal bracket assembly 30R 
mounted onto the right rear corner 15R, of the last toilet 
housing 12L of the series of housings 12. 

Turning to FIG 3 and FIG 4, each bracket assembly 25 

10 includes either a terminal bracket 32 or an intermediary 

bracket 52, for engaging a corner 15 of the housing 12. Each 
bracket assembly 25 further includes an L-bracket 38 
extending from the bracket 32 or 52, for engaging a vertical 
edge 80E of one of the plurality of panel assemblies 80, and 

15 three attachment plates 42 for rigidly anchoring the panel 
assembly 80 to the bracket assemblies 25. Each of the L- 
brackets 38 is substantially identical. Each of the 
attachment plates 42 is substantially identical. 
Accordingly, a description of the L-bracket 38 and one of the 

20 attachment plates 42 of the left terminal bracket assembly 

30L will suffice as a description of the L-bracket 38 and the 
attachment plates 42 of each of the other bracket assemblies 
25. A detailed description of the left terminal bracket 
assembly 30L is followed by a detailed description of the 

25 intermediate bracket 52 of the left intermediate bracket 
assembly SOL. 
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FIG 1 illustrates a terminal bracket 32 of the terminal 
bracket assembly 30 illustrated in FIG 3. More particularly, 
FIG 1 illustrates a left terminal bracket 32L, for selective 
attachment to the left rear corner 15L of the first housing 
5 12F in the series. The left terminal bracket 32L has two 
sides 32S extending perpendicularly from a common edge 32E. 
Each side 32S terminates in a terminal edge 32T. Each of the 
sides 32S has a length which extends from a little above the 
base 14 of the portable toilet housing 12 substantially to 

10 the roof 13 of the portable toilet housing 12, so that when 
an advertising panel assembly 80 is extended between any two 
adjacent brackets, 32 and 52, or 52 and 52, it will 
substantially conceal the wall 16 of the toilet housing 12 
which extends between the corners 15 to which the brackets, 

15 32 or 52, have been selectively attached, thereby disguising 
the toilet 11 in order that it appears to be simply an 
advertisement. Each of the sides 32S of the terminal bracket 
32 has a width which is substantial enough to allow the sides 
32S to be selectively attached to the flat portions of the 

20 side walls 16S of an existing toilet housing 12 regardless of 
whether the corners 15 of the housing 12 are curved or right- 
angled. In this regard, referring to FIG 3, each of the 
sides 32S of the terminal bracket 32 has an attachment 
opening 32K extending fully therethrough. After pressing the 

25 sides 32S of the terminal bracket 32 flush against the 

portion of the walls 16 which extend from the corner 15F, the 
sides 32S are rigidly secured to the walls 16 by extending a 
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fastener such as a rivet through each of the attachment 
openings 32K. 

Returning to FIG 1, one of the sides 32S of the terminal 
bracket 32 has an elongated, transparent L-bracket 38 
5 extending perpendicularly outward from, in proximity to the 
common edge 32E between the sides 32S. The L-bracket 38 
comprises a common edge 38E, and a first side 38S and a 
second side 38P extending perpendicularly therefrom. The 
side 38S has a rectangular attachment edge 38A. The 

10 attachment edge 38A is rigidly affixed to the side 32S of the 
terminal bracket 32 in proximity to the edge of 32E of the 
terminal bracket 32. The second side 38P extends partially 
rightward, and at a right angle, towards the terminal edge 
32T of the side 32S from which the L-bracket 38 extends, 

15 thereby forming a vertical channel 44 between the L-bracket 
38 and the side 32S of the terminal bracket 32. Returning 
momentarily to FIG 3, the channel 44 provides sufficient 
clearance for one of the vertical edges 80E of the 
advertising panel assemblies 80 to extend therein. 

20 The L-bracket 38 extends the entire length of the 

terminal bracket 32. The L-bracket 38 may be attached to the 
terminal bracket 32 by a variety of fasteners, including 
rivets. Returning to FIG 7, after mounting the left terminal 
bracket 32L to the left rear corner 15L of the toilet housing 

25 12, and mounting a right intermediate bracket 52R to the 
right rear corner 15R of the same toilet housing 12, the 
vertical channels 44 of the two L-brackets 38 face one 



another. In order to attach an advertising panel assembly 80 
between the two brackets, 32L and 52R, the panel assembly 80 
is slightly flexed by pushing the vertical edges 80E 
partially towards one another, one of the vertical edges 80E 
5 of the advertising panel assembly 80 is selectively extended 
into the channel 44 within the left terminal bracket 32L, and 
the other vertical edge 80E of the advertising panel assembly 
80 is selectively extended into the channel 4 4 within the 
right intermediary bracket 52R. The advertising panel 

10 assembly 80 is rigidly secured to the brackets 32L and 52R by 
the use of six attachment plates 42, as will be described, 
FIG 3 and FIG 4 detail the attachment plates 42, In 
particular, the attachment plates 42 each have a top surface 
42T and a bottom surface 42B. The attachment plates 42 each 

15 have a securing hole 94. The L-bracket 38 has a securing 

bore 90 extending through the side 38P of the L-bracket 38. 
When the securing hole 94 of the attachment plate 42 is 
aligned with the securing bore 90 of the L-bracket 38, the 
securing hole 94 and the securing bore 90 are concentric. 

20 Returning to FIG 7, the L-brackets 38 extending from the 

terminal brackets 32 and the intermediary brackets 52 each 
have three substantially rectangular attachment plates 42 
attached thereunto. In particular, one of the attachment 
plates 42 is located at the top of each of the L-brackets 38, 

25 one of the attachment plates 42 is located at the bottom of 
each of the L-brackets 38, and one of the attachment plates 
42 is located substantially midway between the top and the 
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bottom of each of the L-brackets 38. Returning to FIG 3, 
each attachment plate 42 has one advertising panel retainer 
screw 56. The panel assemblies 80 have guide holes 68 
extending fully therethrough along the vertical edges 80E. 
5 The guide holes 68 are spaced according to the positioning of 
the attachment plates 42 so as to allow one of the retainer 
screws 56 from each of the attachment plates 42 to extend 
through one of the guide holes 68. Accordingly, preferably 
three guide holes 6 8 are located along each of the vertical 

10 edges 80E so as to mate with the retainer screws 56 extending 
through the attachment plates 42 and the L-brackets 38. The 
advertising panel assemblies 80 are held in place within the 
channels 44 of the terminal bracket 32 by the retainer screws 
56 which extend through the attachment plates 42, through the 

15 L-brackets 38, through the guide holes 68 in the advertising 
panel assemblies 80, and against one of the sides 32S of the 
terminal bracket 32. The retainer screws 56 each have a head 
and a point. When fully tightened, the head of each retainer 
screw 56 extends flush against one of the attachment plates 

20 42 and the point abuts one of the sides 32S of the terminal 

bracket 32. Accordingly, the advertising panel assemblies 80 
are secured in place between the L-bracket 38 and the 
terminal bracket 32. The retainer screws 56 are sized to 
pass through the securing bores 90 in the L-bracket 38, the 

25 guide hole 68 in the outer panels 82, and finally the point 
of the screw 56 will abut one of the sides 32S of the 
terminal bracket 32, thereby securing the panel assemblies 80 



in place. It is contemplated that the securing hole 94 

within the attachment plate 42 may be threaded , in order to 

engage the threads on the retainer screw 56. Additionally, 

the securing bores 90 extending through the L-brackets 38, 
5 and/or the guide holes 68 extending through the panel 

assemblies 80 may be threaded, in order to engage the threads 

on the retainer screw 56. 

The system 10 is provided with a plurality of secondary 

fasteners 59 which extend through the L-brackets 38 through 
10 secondary holes 61 therein, for further securing the L- 

bracket 38 to the terminal bracket 32. The fasteners 59 may 

be a rivet or a threaded screw. 

FIG 3 illustrates the terminal bracket 32 positioned for 

selective attachment to the left rear corner 15L of the first 
15 toilet housing 12F in the series. FIG 5 illustrates a top 

elevational view of the terminal bracket 32 after selective 

attachment to one of the corners 15 of the portable toilet 

housing 12. 

Turning to FIG 2, the intermediary bracket assembly 50 
20 comprises a "T-shaped" intermediary bracket 52 having a first 
side 52S and a second side 52T, the first side 52S having two 
vertical edges 52E, and the second side 52T extending 
perpendicularly from the first side 52S at a position between 
the two vertical edges 52E of the first side 52S, in the 
25 manner of a "T" . FIG 2 particularly illustrates a left 

intermediary bracket 52L, for selective attachment to a left 
rear corner 15L of an intermediary toilet housing 121. 
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After being mounted to a left rear corner 15L, the 
intermediary bracket 52 has a straight projecting portion 52P 
which extends from the first side 52S beyond the side wall 
16S of the toilet housing 12 to which it is attached, and 
5 into the gap 17 between said toilet housing 12 and the 

adjacent toilet housing 12. The projecting portion 52P has 
an L-bracket 38 extending perpendicularly outward therefrom, 
in proximity to its edge 52E. The L-bracket 38 is 
substantially identical to the L-bracket 38 used with the 
10 terminal bracket 32. A vertical channel 44 is formed between 
the first side 52S of the intermediary bracket 52 and the L- 
bracket 38 extending therefrom. The channel 44 is used to 
selectively engage one of the vertical edges 80E of a panel 
assembly 80. 

15 The attachment plates 42 used with the intermediary 

bracket assemblies 50 are substantially identical to the 
attachment plates 42 used with the terminal bracket 
assemblies 30. Moreover, the L-brackets 38 used in the 
intermediary bracket assemblies 50 are substantially 

20 identical to the L-brackets 38 used with the terminal bracket 
assemblies 30. Accordingly, no further discussion of either 
the attachment plates 42 or the L-brackets 38 is warranted. 

Turning to FIG 4, the intermediary bracket assemblies 50 
are selectively attached to the side walls 16S of the 

25 intermediary toilet housings 121 in the series of portable 
toilet housings 12. As illustrated in FIG 7, because the 
projecting portion 52P of the intermediary bracket 52 extends 



laterally beyond the rear wall 16R of the housing 12 to which 
it is attached, the panel assembly 80 selectively fitted 
within the channel 44 also extends laterally beyond the rear 
wall 16R of the housing 12 to which it is attached, thereby 
5 furnishing a system 10 which appears substantially continuous 
between all of the rear walls 16R of the toilet housings 12. 
When used with a plurality of the portable toilet housings 12 
lined up in a side-to-side array, the panel assemblies 80 
cover the rear wall 16R of each housing 12, and additionally, 

10 in conjunction with one another, substantially obscure the 

gaps 17 between the toilet housings 12, in order to furnish a 
more aesthetically pleasing and effective system 10. 

FIG 6 illustrates the system 10 being used in 
conjunction with a solitary portable toilet 11 having a 

15 housing 12. The system 10 additionally comprises a plurality 
of modified terminal brackets 89 having two sides 89S as in 
the aforementioned terminal brackets 32, and additionally 
having an L-bracket 38 extending perpendicularly from each of 
the sides 89S of the modified terminal bracket 89. One of 

20 the modified terminal brackets 89 has been attached to each 
of the four corners 15 of the portable toilet housing 12. 
The toilet 11 is not being used as a toilet. Accordingly, 
four of the panel assemblies 80 are installed across all of 
the walls 16 to create a four-sided advertising presentation 

25 upon the portable toilet housing 12. If the toilet 11 is 
being used as a toilet, the panel assembly 80 which covers 

19 



the front wall 16F and the door may be removed create a 
three-sided advertising presentation. 

The brackets 32 and 52, and the L-brackets 38 extending 
perpendicularly therefrom, may be constructed from a variety 
of materials, including aluminum, and are preferably 
constructed from a transparent acrylic material, so that they 
do not obscure the view of the vertical edges 80E of the 
advertising panels 80. The attachment plates 42 are 
preferably constructed from a more durable material, such as 
aluminum, in order to withstand the stress involved with the 
repeated tightening and un-tightening of the retainer screws 
56. The attachment plates 42 enhance the longevity of the 
terminal brackets 32, the intermediary brackets 52, and the 
L-brackets 38 extending therefrom, and thus minimize 
maintenance for the advertising display system 10. 

Preferably, the outer panels 82 of the panel assemblies 
80 are made of flexible clear polycarbonate sheets. The 
outer panels 82 must be flexible enough to allow them to 
slightly flex while being fitted between two vertical 
channels 44 of adjacent bracket assemblies 25, yet rigid 
enough to withstand years of exposure to the elements. Most 
standard portable toilets have walls which are substantially 
three and a half feet wide and seven feet tall. Accordingly, 
it is preferable that the advertising panel assemblies 80 are 
approximately three and a half feet wide and seven feet tall. 
However, the size of the advertising panel assembly 80 can be 
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varied according to the portable toilet 11 it is to be used 
with and the desired effect. 

When used in conjunction with a plurality of toilet 
housings 12 arranged in a side-to-side array, with a gap 17 
5 between any two adjacent toilet housings 12, the printed 
sheets 84 can be configured so that each represents a 
vertical slice of one continuous image. Each sheet 84 can be 
installed on an adjacent portable toilet housing 12. For 
example, said sheets 84 can be installed on the rear walls 

10 16R of several portable toilet housings 12, and those housing 
12 can be placed immediately adjacent each other to create a 
continuous mural. 

In conclusion, herein is presented an advertising 
display system for use in conjunction with a plurality of 

15 existing portable toilets arranged in a side-to-side array, 

for enhancing the appearance of the portable toilets, and for 
allowing the toilets to be used to provide a substantially 
continuous advertising presentation. The invention is 
illustrated by example in the accompanying drawing figures 

20 and the foregoing description. Numerous variations are 

possible, however, while adhering to the inventive concept. 
Such variations are contemplated as being a part of the 
present invention. 
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